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INTRODUCTION  

The PA Research Foundation (the Foundation) is pleased to announce three (3) funding opportunities, 
made possible by a generous gift to the Foundation for the PA Hospital (PAH) Emergency Medicine 
Department from an anonymous donor. These funding programs are: 

 Rethinking Emergency Medicine Research Program 
 PA Emergency Medicine Small Grant Program 
 Emergency Medicine Higher Research Degree Completion Support Program 

A summary of each funding program, the application process, the award assessment process, and 
successful grant applications requirements is provided within this guideline. 

Rethinking Emergency Medicine Research Program 

The Rethinking Emergency Medicine Research Program (REMR) has been established to provide an 
opportunity for any SE Queensland university student to collaborate with staff from the PAH 
Emergency Medicine Department to effect change for patients and/or staff. 

The collective quality of PAH clinicians, allied health practitioners and scientists is unrivalled in 
providing patient care and health research. Our donor has a vision of embracing new ways to innovate 
the experience of the entire emergency department. This new program will provide funding for 
university students to work with direction from their faculties as part of an honours, masters or PhD 
research project.  

The project must be related to disciplines outside of the medicine, nursing and allied health but with 
an outcome directly applicable to the emergency department facilities, staff and patients.   

Examples of eligible project areas are: 

 Music 
 Interior design 
 Communication 
 Transport 
 Visual Art 
 Journalism 
 Indigenous affairs 
 Other 

The Foundation will award three (3) awards of up to $10,000 to support an eligible research project. 
A further $20,000 may be available to implement and translate one of the eligible projects upon 
approval of the PAH Director of Emergency Medicine and the PAH Executive. Funds may cover 
research staff time, consumables, publishing and conference attendance and may also be used as 
living stipends. 
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Emergency Medicine Higher Research Degree Completion Support Program 

The Emergency Medicine Higher Research Degree Completion Support Program (EMHRD) is for any 
Metro South Health (MSH) staff member, within Emergency Medicine, to support the completion of 
either (a) research higher degree project plan, or (b) completing their research higher degree (MPhil 
or PhD).  

Up to two (2) awards of up to $10,000 will be paid directly to MSH to back-fill any time taken off work 
for their studies (up to the award maximum).   

PA Emergency Medicine Small Grant Program 

The PA Emergency Medicine Small Grant Program (EMSG) is for any project that develops new 
methods, technology, techniques, systems and/or applications, provided the project has the potential 
to result in new knowledge of significant impact that will ultimately improve the delivery of better 
healthcare to patients within the emergency department.    

Up to two (2) awards of up to $25,000 for any PAH staff member (clinical or non-clinical) to lead a new 
area of research in the emergency medicine discipline. Funds may cover staff time, consumables, 
publishing and conference attendance. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

It is the Foundation’s intention to keep the application process as non-labour intensive as possible, 
with clear, succinct application directions on the application document. This section summarises 
application requirements and the application deadline.  

Application Requirements 

The Expression of Interest (EOI) application form must be completed in its entirety; any incomplete 
EOI forms will not be accepted. There must be a clearly defined hypothesis, tested by the proposed 
research. The applicant(s) must present the proposed research project and final outcomes to the 
selection committee. The following describes the requirements for each grant program: 

Rethinking Emergency Medicine Research Program Requirements 

 EOIs will be accepted from any university student enrolled at any SE QLD university. 
 The planned project must be in a discipline outside of the medical, nursing and allied health 

disciplines. However, the applicant’s area of study can be within one of those disciplines (e.g., 
a nursing student, who is a musician, can apply for a grant for a program involving music). 
EOIs must include the details of the student’s academic supervisor. 

 Successful applicants will be supported to identify a PAH Emergency Department staff 
member with whom they can collaborate. 

 The applicant’s submission must be endorsed by their university supervisor. 
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 Any component of the award which is used as a stipend will be considered a “top-up” to any 
existing scholarship held by the student. 

Emergency Medicine Higher Research Degree Completion Support Program Requirements 

 Must be MSH staff member within Emergency Medicine. 
 Funding provided for either (1) completion of a research higher degree project plan, or (b) 

completion of their research higher degree (MPhil or PhD). 
 Any component of the award which is used as a stipend will be considered “top-up” to any 

existing scholarship held by the student. 

PA Emergency Medicine Small Grant Program Requirements  

The PA Emergency Medicine Small Grant Program (EMSG) is for any project that develops new 
methods, technology, techniques, systems and/or applications, provided the project has the potential 
to result in new knowledge of significant impact that will ultimately improve the delivery of better 
healthcare to patients within the PAH Emergency Department. 

 MSH must be the primary employment location of the applicant. 

All research projects must comply with ethical standards as set out by the National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC) and will be submitted through MSH Human Research Ethics Committee 
(HREC).  

Application Submittal  

Complete EOI must be submitted by 12:00pm AEST, 14 December 2022. Late EOIs will not be 
accepted. 

 Email the completed EOI to: funding@pafoundation.org.au 
 Please use the program acronym (REMR, EMHRD, or EMSG) in the email subject heading.   
 Submit the EOI electronically using the following naming convention: “EM 2022 Program 

Acronym_Contact Surname”.  

AWARD ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

The award assessment process consists of multiple reviews that will include feedback to applicants. 
The applications will be assessed based on specific criteria and a specific scoring system.  

Reviews 

The review process consists of an administrative review of the applications, followed by screening of 
applications with the donor, feedback provided to the applicant(s), and a peer review by a small team 
of reviewers. 
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Administrative Review 

The Foundation will review all applications for completeness. Applications that do not provide all 
requirements will not progress. Complete applications will then be screened by the donor. Feedback 
will be submitted to the applicants. 

Technical and Peer Review 

Donor selected applications will then be submitted for technical and peer review within the program 
categories by a small team of reviewers. The reviewers will consist of staff from PAH Emergency 
Department, PAH staff from outside the PAH Emergency Department and one staff member from a 
“wild card” department, QUT or UQ.  Should the number of positive peer reviewed projects exceed 
the number of grants available in any category, applicants may be asked to submit further information. 

Award Assessment 

The donor selected applications will be assessed during the technical and peer review process based 
on the following criteria, utilising the score card shown under “Scoring System”.  

Criteria 

Novelty of the Project: 50% of the award assessment will be based on the novelty of concept, 
originality and innovation.  

Scientific Quality and Feasibility: 25% of the award assessment will be based on the scientific quality 
and feasibility of the project.  

Understanding of Translation: 25% of the award assessment will be based on the knowledge of where 
the outcome will benefit health.  

Scoring System 

Overall application award assessment scoring will be based on the below score card which aims to 
simplify the review process and provide consistent rankings for applications within each program. 
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SCORE CARD 
Criteria  
 

No 
Evidence 

1 

Unsatisfactory 
 

2 

Fair 
 

3 

Good 
 

4 

Very 
Good 

5 

Excellent 
 

6 

Outstanding 
 

7 

Novelty, originality, 
innovation, new 
implementation 

       

Scientific quality and 
feasibility 

       

Understanding of 
Translation – knowledge 
of outcomes to benefit 
health 

       

Final Score  

NOTIFICATION 

The Foundation will notify applicants of unsuccessful grant applications by email. Applicants of 
successful grant applications will be notified as described below.  

SUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICATIONS 

The Foundation will notify applicants of successful grant applications with a letter of notification via 
email. Successful grant applicants will be required to submit reports, provide acknowledgment, and 
help promote their research. 

Letter of Notification 

Successful grant applications will receive a letter of notification and award funding agreement toward 
the end of November. The funding agreement forms the basis of the terms and conditions of funding 
for the identified project. The signed funding agreement must be returned to the Foundation with a 
completed lay summary form (sent with the letter of notification) by 31 December.  

Reporting Requirements 
Program milestones and goals are normally expected to be completed within one calendar year. 
Programs requiring more time will be assessed for continuation of funding at the end of each calendar 
year.  

Interim Progress Report 

Interim Progress Reports must be provided to the Foundation every six months from the date of grant 
awarding outlining:  
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 Informal summary of progress against the milestones outlined in submitted application.  
 Highlights of any additional funding or support. 
 Insights of any early outcomes. 

Final Report 

The final report must be provided to the Foundation upon the completion of the program.  

Acknowledgement  

Any publication arising from the projects funded by these grants must acknowledge the support of 
the PA Research Foundation. 

Promotion 

Successful Foundation supported recipients are asked to actively help promote their research through 
a range of channels, including, but not limited to:  

 Providing a 2-minute video on why the Emergency Medicine Research Grant and your 
research project is important, and what it could mean for future patient/staff outcomes.  

 Participating in communications, media releases and publications.  
 Permitting professional photographs of applicant or project team.  
 Speaking at events.  
 Permitting the Foundation to promote your project through appropriate digital media 

platforms such as the PAH Emergency Medicine Department website and the PA Research 
Foundation website and Facebook page. 

The above promotion not only helps to promote the individual research projects, it also provides 
donors and supporters an insight into where their funds are being directed. 

UNSPENT FUNDS 
Unspent or uncommitted funds at the end of the calendar year are to be returned to the PA Research 
Foundation to be utilised the following calendar year for this grant program. 

FURTHER INFORMATION  
All enquiries regarding the PAH Emergency Medicine Grants should be directed to: 
funding@pafoundation.org.au.  
 


